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NOTES ON LEPIDOPTERA FOUND ON 
VANCOUVER ISLAND. 

r>v \V. II. Danhv, \’ictoria, B. C\ 

'The following notes culled from my field-diary may prolial)ly 
be of interest to readers of the “ Journal/’ and are intended to 
give a partial account of captures, of the local Lepidcjptera, inhab- 
iting the southern part of Vancouver Island. Although the late 
Hy. Edwards, and also (i. R. Crotch, visited \dctoria some 
twenty years ago, collecting many new genera and sj)ecies, there 
has been but little done since that day, towards making the list 
of species occurring here complete ; in fact such an undertaking 
would entail many years of energetic labor, still as every addi- 
tional item of information lends to bring us nearer to our desire, 
it is a pleasure to be able to add my (piota. 

The year 1892 opened stormy, though with a mild winter as 
regards temperature, the spring was e.xceedingly wet, and the 
summer short, being followed by a very rainy fall. I'hese con- 
ditions apparently created a bad entomological year, as regards 
Lepidoptera, yet, such an e.xcessively moist spring, did an im- 
mense amount of good, by nearlv exterminating the Wancouver 
Island Oak-looper {^Ellopia Sof/uiian\i Hulst) thus enabling the oak 
tree that had suffered for the previous three or four years from 
its ravages to recover their natural appearance and beauty. 

In Victoria District tlie most common Diurnal was J\i//rss<i 
afitiopa^ the most rare Wvicssa califoniica ; Limenitis lorqidni, and 
Xcophasia mcnapia^ were very numerous in certain localities, 
especially along the Cowitchan River, upon the surface of which 
were thousands of defunct imagos of both species. 

I made three trips to the inountains after / hut 

only managed to secure two males, consequently was much disap- 
pointed in not ol)taining ova for Mr. \V. H. Ixdwards of C'oalburgh, 
W. Yci. ; this year however, 1 hope to be successful. 1'his l)eauti- 
ful Satyrid is to be found among the Highlands of South 
Vancouver Island from the East to the West coasts, and is far 
more common than generally supposed, the time of its appearance 
varies, according to climatic changes, it appears to breed in the 
valleys or basins, formed l)y the hills, and I imagine the female 
, seldom leaves there, while the male after copulation, flies to the 
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peaks of the surrounding mountains; natural!}^ therefore, the 
finest specimens are taken in the breeding grounds. 

1 'he electric light proved very useful in attracting the Noct- 
uk\x, most of my captures being made through its agency, 1 
found however that while collecting at night was remunerative, 
most specimens were more or less damaged, I therefore tried 
early morning, about daybreak (the time when the lights are 
extinguished) and found (as conjectured) that the imagos settled 
upon the poles, and fences near by, the ropes used for lowering 
and hoisting the arc-lamps being a favorite resting place ; even 
when nothing was discernable to the eye, a sudden snap jerk of 
the rope would knock (juite a few to the ground by its violent 
vibration, — yet as certain species are on the wing only at certain 
hours of the night it necessitates collecting during the dark hours 
to secure the most rare of those s])ecies. 

'I'he Geometrina family is bountifully represented here, and 
many species have been collected ; but as they are not yet 
determined, I shall mention them together with ca])tures of Noct- 
nidie during 1893 in my next communication. Ori^y/d nova is 
yearly abundant in Victoria and its cocoons may be seen every- 
where, yet it is hardly the pest one would imagine it to be from 
its numbers. Melitica taylori is also plentiful, the larvie feeding 
on {^J^la)iiai:^o lanceolata the narrow leaved plantain. I report the 
capture of Papilio ajax upon the authority of a brother entomolo- 
gist at Duncans Station, who took a single s]3ccimen and as far as 
I am informed, the first recorded on this Island. Although not 
a Coleopterist I have taken many good things, amongst them 
being Siiopithcs aronains, Sp/uvrifcs g/aliratns, Sinodcndron rngosiu?i^ 
J^acJiyta spurca^ etc., these have been distributed to Eastern friends. 
A single specimen of UlocJucics leoninivs, which is one of the few 
short winged species of this family in our fauna, was taken at 
Albert Hay, and is now in the collection of the Natural History 
Society of Hritish Columbia at Victoria. 

1 have to thank my friends Mr. H. Neumoegen, of New \"ork. 
Prof. John H. Smith, of New Hrunswick, N. J., Mr. \\’. H. Edwards, 
o( Coalburgh, \\\ Va., and Prof. James Fletcher, of Ottawa, for 
their kindness in determining, and naming sj^ecimens, thus enab- 
ling me to classify my captures. 

'File following list comprises the Diurnals taken by myself 
anti others during 1892 and 1893, the Heterocera being my own 
captures for 1892 only, localities and dates are given where known, 
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in hopes that at some future time, they may be turned to account 
by entomologists travelling this way, and who may be induced to 
pay Victoria a visit. 

RHOPALOCERA. 







I.ocality. 


Rcm.irks. 


1 


Papilio ajax /.///j/. 


1 )uncans. 


Very rare. 


2 


rut ulus y>Vr\ 


Victoria, 


Common. 


3 


turn us y /////. 


“ 


a 


4 


zolicaon 7>V7’. 


a 


Scarce. 


5 


Parnassius clodius J/r//, 


( loldstream. 


Common. 


6 


Xeophasia menaiua AV7</. 


Cedar Hill, 


u 


7 


Pieris napi 


\dctoria. 


(< 


8 


pallida .SV//7. 


n 


(( 


9 


venosa “ 


u 


u 


10 


Anthocharis ausonides />V7». 


beacon Hill, 


i( 


1 1 


sara y>Vr\ 


Victoria, 


u 


1 2 


Stella 


u 


Scarce. 


^3 


Colias eurythemc y>Wr\ 


u 


u 


14 


ariadne yu/7i\ 


u 


(( 


^5 


keewaydin AV 71 '. 




(< 


16 


occidental is AV/77. 


Goldstream, 


Scarce. 


17 

18 


philodice 6V/. 
var albinic yu/?i'. 


Parsons Hr. 

u 


a 

Rare. 


'9 


Theda iroidfes y>WT\ 


Goldstream, 


Common. 


20 


iriis (/(//, 


u 




2 1 


melinus 7/7//. 


Victoria, 


a 


22 


blenina //r7i\ ) 
var siva ^77i.'. ) 


Cioldstream, 


Scarce. 


23 


californica tT</77'. 


ti 


u 


24 


l.yca^na antiacis Bi/7\ 


Victoria, 


Com mon. 


25 


phileros 


'Phetis Lake, 


“ 


26 


sajpiolus “ 


Victoria, 




27 

28 


amyntula “ 

l')seudargiolus ynL-Lcc. ) 
var lucia Kirby, ) 


Goldstream, 


u 


29 


scudderii Ed7i.\ 


( ( 


a 


30 


niellissa? Echv. 




“ 


31 


Chrysophanus helloides Bdv, 


Victoria, 




32 


Danais archippus Eabr, 


n 


Rare. 


33 


Argyll nis bremnerii Ed7i\ 


(i 


Common. 


34 


epithore Bdv, 


(( 
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35 


A r 0 y n n i s z e r e n e ? B Jv. 


Victoria, 


3^> 


myrina Cram. 


u 


37 


. rhoclope FaIw. 


Mt. Austin, 


3^ 


Melitiea cooperi Bchr. 


Mt. District, 


39 


rubicunda, lly. Fiha. 


Victoria, 


40 


taylori Kiha. 


<< 


41 


IMiyciodes pratensis FaIu\ 


u 


42 


tliaros Dnt. 


Mt. District, 


43 


Crapta satyr us FaIuk 


Victoria, 


44 


silenus “ 


Goldstream, 


45 


zepliyrus “ 


(< 


46 


Vanessa antiopa Linn. 


Victoria, 


47 


call Torn ica Bdv. 




48 


milberti, Gdt. 


u 


49 


Pyrameis atalanta IJnn. 


a 


50 


cardiii “ 


u 


51 


carye llbn. 


u 


52 


lamenitis lorquini Bdv. 


Cedar Hill, 


53 


Ccenonympha am pel os Edw. 


Victoria, 


54 


Chionobas gi,i^as Butl. 


Goldstream, 


55 


Pamphila agricola Bdv. 


Victoria, 


56 


nevada Send. 


Shawn igan T> 


57 


Nisoniades j^ropertius Idnt. 


Victoria, 


58 


ju venal is Fabr. 


Goldstream, 


59 


ice Ins JJnt. 


Langford, 


60 


Carterocephalus luandan Ed^v. 


Lomenos, 


61 


Amblyscirtes vialis luhv. 


(loldstream. 


62 


Pyrgiis CtXspitalis Bdv. 


u 


63 


luidaimis pylades Send. 


u 



HETEROCERA. 

Date, 

SPHINGID/K. 

M AC KOr.LOSSIX/E. 

1 llcmaris nibcns lly-Juho, 
('iKKROCAMnN/K. 

2 Dcilcphila calverlcyi ? May 

ARC:4'IIl).b:. 

A KC'I IINJ.. 

3 l^picallia virginalis BihK June 13 



Locality. 



Victoria, 






[Vol. II 
Remarks. 

Rare. 

Scarce. 

a 

u 

Com mon. 

a 
u 
u 
u 
< < 
u 

Rare. 

Common. 

u 

a 

Scarce. 

Common. 

a 

a 

u 

Scarce. 

Common. 

Scarce. 

a 

n 

a 

a 

Remarks. 

Common. 

a 



Common. 
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4 Arctia sii])erba Stretch. 

5 [.eptarctia California: fValk. / 

var latifasciata JUttl. \ 

6 Pyrrharctia isahella S. or’ A. 

7 Antarctia rubra Xcitni. 

8 Klpis rubra o^V//y//. ) 

var clanbyi f 

9 Spilosoma virginica Juihr. 

10 Ilalisiclola maciilata Ifarr, 

1 1 subalpina French. 

'NOTOI)OxVTlT)/K. 

1 2-1- bairn cl ia clanbyi Xeum. 

13 Pheosia portlandia Ify. EdiO. 

14 Ccrura occiclcnlalis Lint. 

1 U)MP>VC 11 ).K. 

15 Clisiocainpa californica Pack. 

16 'Folypc vcllcda Stott. 

17 (iastropacha anicricana Ilorr. 

NOCTUID.K. 

18 Panthca fiircilla Pock. 

19 Momopliana comstocki Crt. 

20 Marpyia albicoma Str. 

21 Ac'ronycla fclina G/ 7 . 

22 oblinita S. A. 

23 Pcridroina occulta fnim. 

24 Rhizagrotis confusa Smith. 

25 Carneades cui\)ides GA. 

20 insignata Wotk. 

27 k'eltia subgoth ica Stcph. 

28 Maincstra licjuida Grt. 

29 picta Ilorr. 

cgcns Wo/k. I 

var cinnabar ina G/t. ^ 

31 olivacea AAvv. 

32 cuncata Grt. 

33 Hadcna laterita //hn. 

34 devastatrix Jtroc. 

35 albina Grt. 

36 castanea G/ t. 

37 divesta “ 



Date. 


Locality. 

Victoria, 


Remark?:. 

Scarce. 


1 une 


10, 


Common. 


I line 


25, 




May 


20, 




< ( 




Rare. 


u 




Common. 


t ( 


• 4 , 


“ 


(( 


** / y 


Scarce. 


A])ril 


26, “ 


Rare. 


May 


6 , 


C'ommon. 

Rare. 


A 11 g. 


10, “ 


Common. 

Rare. 


May 


20, 


Common. 


Aug. 


• 5 , 




April 


10, 


Scarce. 


J 


* 3 . 


Common. 


March 26, “ 


“ 


May 


30, Pulu bsld, 
X'ictoria, 


Rare. 


July 


TO 
) 




Aug. 


II, 

u 


Common. 


Sc|)t. 






Aug. 


ti 

i( 


.Scarce. 


July 




Common. 


Sept. 


10, 




April 




Scarce. 


1 une 


26, 


Com mon. 


July 


24, 
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Date. Locality. Remarks. 

38} I’olia contadina .W///. Sept. 13, Victoria, Very rare 

39 Eupsephopa;ctes procinctus 6V/. “ 3, “ Scarce. 



40 TrigonopliOra periculosa Gn. 

41 Leucania pallens Linn. 

42 lapidaria Grt. 

43 'rxMiiocampa pacifica Harv. 

44 alia Gn. 

45* ferrigera Smith 

46 Stretchia normal is Grt. 

47 pi 11 si i form is Ily-pAho. 

48 Metalepsis conuita Gr. 

49 Zotheca tranquila “ 

50 viridifera “ 

51 Orthosia crispa //<// 7 '. 

52 Scoliopteryx libatrix Li)ui. 

53 Litholomia napiea Mon\ 

54 Xylina oregonensis Harv. 

55 pe.xata Grt. 

56 Xylomiges hiemalis Grt. 

57 cnicialis Harv, 

58 pa tabs Grt. 

59-^ p 1 1 1 c he 1 1 a Smith. 

6o^ Candida “ 

61^ cognala “ 

62 Eleroma oblicpiata Smith. 

63t apjiosita ‘‘ 

64 Calocampa nupera Liiit. 

65^ Rancora slrigata Smith. 

66 Eehrensia conchiformis Grt. 

67 Eliisia corrusca Strh. 
Heliothis dipsaceus Linn. 

var phlogophagus G. Jv. 

69 Drasteria CcXM'idca Grt. 

70 Euclidia cuspidea ///»//. 

j Nov. gen. n. sp. 



a -f ^ 




Common. 




u 


a 


:• 1 


(. 


Scarce. 

Rare. 


April 15, 




Common. 


“ 10, 


u 


u 




u 


Rare. 


April 9, 




Scarce. 


“ 26, 


( ( 


u 


“ II, 


u 


Rare. 


“ II, 


a 


Common. 






Scarce. 


Sept. 28, 




Com mon. 


April 10, 


u 


u 


March 15, 


“ 


Scarce. 


April 10, 






March 15, 


a 


Common. 


A]>ril 12, 




u 


June 27, 


u 


Scarce. 


May 6, 


“ 




April 10, 


i( 


Common. 


a ^ 

a, 


u 




March 19, 


u 


Rare. 


April 15, 


u 


u 




u 


Common. 


June 25, 


“ 


Very rare. 


April I, 




Scarce. 


Sept. I, 


ii 


a 


c 


u 


u 


May 10, 


“ 


u 


June 17, 


u 




t X. sp. 


^ N. var. 








